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The tireless man from Frankfurt 
 
Chemical entrepreneur Karl-Gerhard Seifert turns his attention to the topic of hydraulic fracturing with new 
company 
by THORSTEN WINTER 
 
He finally has the chance to live the quiet life. 
Hiking in his native Taunus, shopping on the 
fashionable  Goethestraße in Frankfurt, or say 
playing a bit of golf in nearby Bad Homburg. But 
Karl-Gerhard Seifert can't bring himself to do it. 
At least not yet. Golf couldn't win over the 
former pharmaceutical director of the Hoechst 
group - entrepreneurship, on the other hand, 
could. Seifert has been a shareholder of the 
chemical company Allessa in Frankfurt for 
several years: a company that he took over 
from Swiss branch representative Clariant in 
2001 along with other former Hoechst 
employees. Indeed, he had to give up the 
Offenbach location, however the entrepreneur 
still passionately looks after around 800 
employees in the ranks of Allessa. The 
company's parent plant is located in 
Fechenheim, where the company Cassella 
once had its headquarters; the conical flask with 
the Cassella name which still stands on the roof 
of the red clinker construction is testament to 
this past. In the summer of last year, Seifert re-
registered the Cassella brand name. Now, at 
the age of 66, Seifert is involved in another 
controversial topic: hydraulic fracturing. 
 
As Chairman of the Supervisory Board for TouGas Oilfield Solutions GmbH, which supplies chemicals for the 
hydraulic fracturing market, Seifert is aware of the criticism that this technology invites in Germany. The 
German state of Hesse, for example, has already signalled that it wants to ban the search for natural gas in 
the north of the state. Hessian minister for the environment Lucia Puttrich (CDU) maintains that this 
technique, which commonly involves pressing a mixture of sand, water and chemicals deep into the ground 
in order to allow gas bound in the rock to escape, is not safe for the environment. However, it's not the 
Kellerwald and its beech woodland that Managing Directors Seifert and Horst-Tore Land have in mind when 
it comes to hydraulic fracturing . Rather, they are setting their sights outside of Germany, aiming at  countries 
such as North and South America, China, and even South Africa. Seifert won't have to start from scratch 
here, even if Udo Jürgens' old pop song wisdom seems to impost itself in this case. Allessa has been dealing 
with so-called Oilfield Products for some time now. In early 2012, Allessa boss Thomas Büttner told this 
newspaper that the company wanted to position itself as a niche provider for drilling in hot environments, 
with temperatures of up to 250 degrees Celsius at a depth of five kilometres. Büttner made reference to a 
collaboration with a company in Austria which manufactures what are known as proppants from resin coated 
ceramic beads. Allessa, on the other hand, supplies polymers, a special gel like product  which is liquefied 
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using chemicals and which allows the proppants to be pressed into ground containing oil or gas. Although 
the liquefied polymers are subject to labelling, Büttner assures that they are not toxic. 
Following on from this, the topic picked up considerable momentum after reports from the United States 
stated that fracking permanently contaminates ground water, but not least due to the declining natural gas 
prices that were caused by this unconventional extraction method. In North America, this raw material 
currently costs around two-thirds less than it did in the past, when fracking was not yet a large-scale 
operation. Nevertheless, it took some time until Seifert warmed towards fracking. He admits that he is 
annoyed to have overlooked this topic initially. 
 
Since then he has expressed how impressed he is with this method of extraction. One result of this is 
TouGas, which has so far has only Allessa GmbH as its sole shareholder. His new focus on fracking is, in his 
own words, due to Horst-Tore Land's foray who approached him. The two know each other from their time at 
Hoechst and worked together later at the Frankfurt-based fuel cell company Pemeas, which was led by Land 
until it was acquired by BASF in 2006. From Land's point of view, there is no alternative to natural gas and 
therefore no alternative to hydraulic fracturing for those who wish to exit nuclear power and use less coal, 
while at the same time insisting on affordable energy. In order to protect the environment, the fracking 
chemicals produced by Allessa and marketed through TouGas work with formation water, rather than with 
the fresh water that is otherwise required. The start-up company is receiving backing from the Hesse 
Chemical Industry Association (VCI). The association demands that fracking is also fairly and openly 
evaluated here in Germany. 
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