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Sustainable Fracking ? 
 
TouGas deploys chemistry used for diapers 

 
Frankfurt – September 4

th
. TouGas, a Frankfurt based start-up focused on chemicals for fracking has 

secured the support of two highly regarded investment groups. Managing Director Horst-Tore Land has 
shared with this newspaper that Enertech Holding from Kuwait and Conduit Ventures Limited in London have 
acquired a stake in TouGas Oilfield Solutions GmbH, a company just launched in the spring. According to 
the Managing Director the groups have committed to invest a significant amount of capital – described as 
several million Euros. This should be considered as a first step in this partnership. Enertech is backed and 
owned by the Kuwait Investment Authority while the Conduit Group receives funds from several partners, the 
oil company Royal Dutch Shell being one of them. 
 
In addition, Land has invested his own money into the start-up. Karl Gerhard Seifert, the Chairman of 
TouGas has also invested. He is the owner of the chemical company Allessa in Frankfurt-Fechenheim. 
TouGas is co-located with Allessa and has established a manufacturing partnership with Allessa. 
 
The recently founded TouGas company has the objective to reduce the environmental impact of hydraulic 
fracturing, a technology well established in America, but still disputed in Germany. Through this technology a 
mixture of water, sand and chemicals is pressed into rock formations. As a result the rock breaks and oil or 
natural gas are released. 
 
Land highlighted that the TouGas products are very similar to superabsorbants used in diapers. Accordingly 
the toxicology of these products is quite comparable to the impact of diapers. In addition, the TouGas 
products can be used up to 200 C – a temperature where other competitive products fail. Most importantly, 
the TouGas products can be processed without using any fresh water, they just require formation water. This 
is a significant competitive advantage in countries like China and South Africa where oil and gas reservoirs 
are located in water constrained regions. Chairman Seifert expects China to widely deploy fracking since oil 
and gas reservoirs are buried deep in the ground. 
 
For this reason several interested parties from China have approached TouGas, prompting the Managing 
Director Land to make frequent visits to China. He is discussing with private companies as well as with state 
backed groups about field trials and market introduction. “We expect to have an agreement ready to sign by 
late October which will offer us excellent market access” Land emphasized. In addition, TouGas is pursuing 
a project in the Urkaine as well as a very specific opportunity in the Middle East. The Kuwait based Enertech 
supports the Hesse based company to do business in the region – to the mutual benefit of both groups. 
TouGas is also discussing growth opportunities in South Africa and Russia.  
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